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At five o'clock next morning, we were attached

to a construction train, consisting of a number

of trucks full of iron sleepers, which are used

-all along this line instead of wooden ones, on

( account of the ravages made on the latter by

the white ants ; and now we made' our start for

rail head which was  near Mankota,  forty-five

miles distant.

The line passes through dense jungle, which
had only just been cleared sufficiently to allow
of the rails being laid down. Huge trees, lately
felled, lay everywhere at the sides, and large
gangs of coolies were at work in many places*
They looked with great astonishment at our car-
riages, never having seen anything of the sort
before, and the women covered their faces with
their veils, a habit they have when a sahib looks
at them.

This line is a continuation of the Nizam's stat
railway, and will, eventually, be   a   connectir^
link between Hyderabad, Madras, and Nagpor
opening.out a country very rich in minerals a:'